Taxi cab confessionals – 

-entertainment

-embarassing/voyeuristic

-exploitative

-profound

-profound

-focus sexuality relationships

-manipulative?  Or are all documentaries manipulative.

Girl was hitting on the cab driver  - she was obviously very high

Girls going to the club were obviously very drunk

‘Cop story” from the taxi cab confessions became an episode for HOMICIDE

Born into brothels – won academy award – 
Image-driven, personalized documentary – it’s sad 

-suspenseful – you don’t know if the kids are going to make it, or die, or what

The kids lives with the cameras is shown separately from the sex trade.  The red light district is marganilized.  Their future with the boarding school and the cameras is shown as their savior from the dark pit of hopelessness.
Capturing the Friedmans (2003)
In 1998 Arnold Friedman and 19 year old son Jessie pleaded guilty to sexually molesting young boys at the elder Friedman’s home computer classes.  Kids had cameras on the family’s interactions during that time.

Last Letters home: voices of American troops from the battlefield of Iraq (2004)

-In a tribute to fallen American soldiers this documentary features 10 families reading aloud the last letters they received from loved ones who lost their lives in operation Iraqi freedman.  The family reads their last letter  in front of the camera.

Thinking XXX (2005)

Looks at the lives of adult film stars in a behind the scenes look at the making of of a book of adult film star portraits.

Programming Philosophy

Most HBO documentaries are part of the America undercover series, which focuses on a contemporary Americacn issues with strong social relevance and visceral appeal.

HBO has carved out an identity in their documentary branch that mirrors the rhetoric of their other original programming.  Shocking reality that is America.

Uncomfortable subjects including pedophilia and the adult film industry.

