Tom Fontana started out as a playright.  Gwynth and jake paltro saw his play and told their dad to let Fontana write for the series St. Elsewhere.  Tom wanted to write an episode about testicular cancer, but the censors told him that they couldn’t use the word testicles.  He argued successfully that it was a preposterous requirement and eventually they were allowed to use it twice. 

Why did Fontana choose HBO?  He thinks that HBO chooses a brave, wide range of programming.   

Fontana is famous for not using a computer.  He still writes his scripts long-hand at 5:30am on paper.

Tom had full creative control with HBO.  He could kill off characters at his own leisure.  His arm was tattooed w/OZ during the opening sequence.  He was able, as executive producer, to hire all his old buddies and writers.

Since Oz….. lots of stuff

