Last week screenings  “The 80s” – the decade HBO began to think about doing original programming.  When HBO started (70s) there was no VCRs or other pay cable.  Now, by the 80’s you could get premium movies in other forms than waiting for them on HBO.
Not necessarily in the news  compared to SNL  - News’s skits were much shorter perhaps a reaction to long boring  skits on SNL.  


-tying back into satellite technology -  Not the news would pick up satellite transmissions from their own network.  They would select funny B-roll clips and then put them in the sketches.  

Tanner ’88  - made by Robert Altman ????
They actually were intercutting between the democratic debates, to make it seem like Tanner was in the debates.  They were trying really hard to be intelligent humor.  Farmer Bob, Stupid girl – “who’s tanner??”.  Some humor didn’t work.  It made it more realistic .  It didn’t have time to be polished.  It wasn’t perfect.  They had imperfect shots that felt like a parent with a video camera at a child’s birthday party.  

This show as the first of its time.  They were ground-breaking because it wasn’t very well put together. 

Tales From the Crypt – late 80s early 90s, originally produced by HBO – anthology horror-drama.  They went after the big name Hollywood people.  It was a fun thing to do a “tales” episode.  HBO was offering original programming, but it was still more tied to film with the guest movie stars.
