Emerald City, Masculinity and romance in the world of Oz by Staiger
Men are depressed by Oz.    they think it’s  a “grim sensation for sensation’s sake”

Why did Oz produce such a serious repulsion among men viewing men asserting their masculinity?

The demonstrations of masculinity through physical proof of sexual and violent bodil aggression and more broadly, in theorizing representations of masculinity in the early 21st centry.

1. The “ideal” mode – males try to match an ideal ego.  Masculinity is achieved through constant contestation, resistance, and subordination.  Actual violence is thus constitutive of male life.  Any recognized masculinity must be maintained in order to subordinate women.

a. Sometimes the men will display typical trappings of masculine behavior through desire and violence for women.

2. The “comparative” mode- Maculinity is defined through comparison among contenders for the appellation.   A text often will combine both of these modes.  In contemporary culture, masculinity is consistently represented comparatively as a matter of power, expressed through symbolic, if not literal violence and subjugation.  Dominating is equivalent to masculinity, being dominated, to femininity. 

Functions of body deformations (scars) and melonchalia- Violence in itself, alone does not require the flaunting representation of bruises, scars, burns, or other bodily deformities produced as a consequence of physicality, especially DOMINATION.

Scars could mean: 

A) Loss of the penis; dominated.  Scars show that you have abused and are not a man.

B) Valuation of the scar – it makes you MORE of a man.
C) All children are scarred at birth because they are not like their parents.  The producer reminds the viewer constantly that they are distanced from the characters.  Phallic characters are provided so that we may identify with them.
