notes, reading, screenings, arguments, suggestions, how do they apply to HBO

JIM HENSON

From Broadcast to Cable and Beyond…

He went to university of Maryland and got his first experience.  1st appearance of Kermit the frog.

Fraggle Rock

Jim and HBO

Series concept

Gorgs, Fraggles, and doozers.  “ an allegory to the human world, where each group was somewhat unaware of how interconnected and important they were to one another.

Fraggle Rock – originally created by HBO, for HBO screening.  

However Jim Henson knew in advance that he should build act-breaks into Fraggle, so that if/when it was syndicated it would be much easier to put on non-premium TV.

Henson did not try to dumb it down, or make it for kids.  Big words were not held back.  Themes were not skirted over.  Conflict between the 3 classes of Fraggles were sharp.

Sider – Children and TV – kids believe whatever they see.  Television allows kids to make connections between themselves and reality.  “Michaelangelo is my favorite turtle”, “no, I’m more of a Donatello guy”  popular culture allows for children to feel special about consumption
Lawrence wasn’t allowed to watch the simpsons as a child.  

Some parents try to be the gatekeepers for their children and control everything they see on the television, or they outright ban them.
Reaganomics – backing off of regulation for children’s television.    Children can’t distinguish between programming and commercials.  With shows like G.I. Joe, how can a kid possibly differentiate when the show is very much an advertisement for a product.  Commercialize’d television shows ruined minds.  
Production values

Commercialization

Lowest common denominator

Repetetive

Stereotyping

Talking about television as a children breaks the rule of “passivity”.  People think that children blankly stare into the tv set and accept everything they see.  So when kids start talking to each other about television programming, these passivity rules are broken.  
Kids who aren’t allowed to watch any particular tv show are made into social outcasts.   

Some kids are only allowed to watch PBS until older, it becomes a haven for those afraid of commercialization for their kids.  The other option is to let them watch premium children’s programming on HBO.

HBO and Stereotyping.  It was full of it.  It’s almost like they dedicated in a board meeting that characters should have a rough stereotype that children of different races can associate themselves with it.    
People who can pay extra can protect themselves from the scary world of corporate commercialized children’s broadcast by letting their child only watch HBO children.

Parents can’t control the entire world for their children.  They can carve out a little niche, though.

In the 80’s networks were dropping quality shows.  In replacement for shows, they were filling slots with cartoons as re-runs, they would make cartoons out of old sitcoms or the other way around.  New shows were notably lower quality.  

Nickelodeon had lots of animation too.  They would comebine puppetry and cartoons.

Fairy Tale Theatre w/Shelly duval

HBO was not always the leader in quality original premium programming.  Showtime gave them financial and creative freedom.  Whatever shelly and the director wanted on air, they got.

Fraggle Rock – HBO started lots of original programming

The first original weekly series on HBO was FRAGGLE ROCK


Why is fraggle=quality



Henson’s desire is to ‘bring about world peace’  so he made this series to help children.

