Quality Television – the people who were running the networks only wanted a large # of actual viewers.  It didn’t matter what the demographic was.  Kids and 70 year olds aren’t really worth anything to advertisers, but there wasn’t any concern because the ratings people only counted pure #s.

When NBC began pitching itself as “The 2nd network” that people watch who actually buy stuff, then ABC and CBS had to begin ccounting demographics.  “quality television” is a term that’s from “quality demographics”

MTM   Quality Television  Quality Productions  Very successful business

Grant Tinker – MTM’s husband was the head of MTM Productions.  One of the original Yuppies.  Ivy-league suit who was actually involved in all stages of productions, very hands-on.

The City girl vs. the girl from mary tyler moore
MOP – Managers, Owners, Professionals  - the demographic of professionals that would actually watch “Hill Street Blues” – Mercedes ran advertisements on this series for the first time in TV.

Feuer’s preconditions for quality television: 

-Produced at an independent production house

-Maintain a consistent “Quality” demographic profile  ----Affluent, Educated, up to 49

-Authorial style - 
-They are trying to portray a high class high quality 

-Two textual features of QTV:


-Self-reflexivity – The shows tend to be aware of themselves as media txts, without going overboard with the self-reflection


-Liberal humans – These p eople are flawed, but they’re striving.  What makes them good isn’t that they’re perfect, but they are striving to do the right thing.

Schatz’s characteristics of Quality Television: An ensemble cast, domesticated workplace (workplace=family), multiple plots in a semi-serial format (HSB was compared to soap operas), aggressive cinematic  technique (NOT CHEAP AND DIRTY LIKE OLD TV), and ‘quality’ viewer demographics ( people who actually buy stuff )


FROM WILLIAMS, p.32
NBC kept Hill Street Blues on the air far past the initial bad ratings, because they didn’t have anything else to put on.  They were about to go under,  no one else wanted to produce tv for them.  HSB was the first drama to have to have multiple plotlines in th same episodes at the same time.
NBC said they had psychologists do studies that Americans could not handle more than 3 plotlines in the same episode, or more than 7 characters at a time.  Semi-serial format means that they did not always catch the bad guy at the end of the episode.  Traditional cop dramas  would end each plot at the end of an episode.  A serialty like this is more realistic, because cops don’t always catch bad guys and drs don’t cure diseases in 1 hour.

“Mass to Class” when you are breaking down demographics from a massive sense down to a high-quality viewership like for HSB, the kind that buy Mercedes.

EARLY 90S
“can we re-visit this notion of quality television?”

Williams’s reasons why Northern Exposure is a new kind of quality television.  

1) Its aggressively hybrid nature

2) The complication and configuration of its ensemble; 

3) Its unprecedented and completely innovative use of backstory to structure episodes   
4) Its self-consciously “bardic” voice.

Williams, page 32

Quality producers    

Altman – auteur

Quality text features

Historical accuracy
Film quality aesthetics/cast big names from world of varied background
Frank
Intertextuality that rewards a sophisticated viewer

Quality Audiences 

People with disposable income
Presentations

Saturday night Live – initially had low ratings 
The cast fluctuates because the characters leave the show as soon as they become popular in Hollywood.  Comedians like Adam Sandler, Will Ferrel have immense success in cinema after they leave SNL.

Not Necessarily the news(1983) = a remake of a BBC show. 

They were similar to SNL but based entirely off a sketch that makes fun of the news.

HBO’s Tales from the Crypt

Based on a 1950s comics.  Early- had trouble with the censors

Made into a feature film in 1972 called  Death Lives

1983  Joel Silver 

