3 short answer questions-choose 2 
2 essays

BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION GROUP

Distinguish documentaries on two criteria: form and content

-ALTMAN-ESQUE

Form: Ambient noise, location shooting, busy frame, Reframing rather than cutting, handheld

Content: Deals with real life issues and presents an argument about those

Opinion pretty much the opinion of the director


Its very hard to present a story from every single perspective.  Choices must be made.
Education to people about events and issues.

Documenting “reality” with actual events, and actual people.  


Fog of War=Documentary of actual events as seen through the eyes of McNamara 

Audience expectations of a documentary

Talking head/voice over, or narrator that is not the main character


Topical about current events, or stuff that is somehow relatable to our lives

B-roll – cutaways (voice over, archive footage, establishing shots, etc. – it’s a way of covering over gaps between cuts)

Artifacts (photos, etc.) that are shown over the gaps

How do documentaries establish authority?
-Notion that because it has been recorded it must be true.  This can be questioned, as something can be staged or manipulated in almost any way

-Contains evidence (visual evidence, or verbal evidence from experts

Rabiger: moral aspects of Documentary filmmaking.

Be reflexive- be aware of the process of making a documentary, and what that process does to making a documentary. 

It has an impact in the people who are going to be in it, and it will have an audience.  Beware the power of the camera, and the power of the documentary.

Be aware of the impact of the documentary on your subject(s) (the people in your film


The filmmaker needs to be well aware of the after-effects that will stay with your subjects permanently

People who agree to be in documentaries: their lives are being exposed to television.

It all boils down to an opinion.  Because the director is choosing what information to put in.

Evidence vs. Opinion  Facts or Opinion

Editing – you have to choose what you will edit into the documentary, because it will affect the ideology

Finding others to convey what you want to say –  don’t be so obvious as to say something yourself (director)

Godmilow: Kill the documentary as we know it.
