    Action Alert 

Urge your U.S. senators to cosponsor Senator Richard Durbin’s Truth in Trials Act

Take action now to help medical marijuana patients and providers! (If you do not like the message provided below, click "refresh" for a new message.)

 Your Message  

This system requires that you provide your name and contact information. This information will not be used for any purpose other than to identify you to the recipient.  

Subject:

Optional text to Senate: (edit or add your own text) 

Please support the “Truth in Trials Act” (S.2989), recently introduced by Senator Richard Durbin. This bill would provide an affirmative defense for medical marijuana defendants in federal court.

Until March 29, 2002, I would have been the first proponent for the war on drugs -- and as a teacher, I rallied against marijuana use.  But my life, and the life of my family changed on March 29.  Our 18 year old son was the victim of a drunk driver -- ejected through a side window of an SUV, after being broadsided at almost 100 mph as the drunk driver ran a red light.  The fact that our son survived is a miracle in itself, and the fact that he is now a functioning adult is even more miraculous.  The original diagnosis was that every bone in his face was broken, he had lost all of his front teeth, as well as upper and lower palates, he would lose his left eye, he had lost much of the skin on his left arm, and his left femur was broken -- this was all along with the multiple facial lacerations and the scalp ripped back from his head.  He spent 2 weeks in a medically induced coma, and when he awoke, he had no memory of the 2nd semester of his senior year.  After months of hospitalization and rehabilitation, he was able to come home.  The prognosis for his future was encouraging, though we were told that he would need modifications to make it through Richland College.  The next 2 years were incredible -- he endured at least 16 surgeries or procedures, which included rebuilding his face, bone grafts for his palates, skin grafts, plastic surgery, dental implants, etc.  During this time, he enrolled at Richland College, and insisted on "doing it on his own" -- without telling them he needed modifications.  After each surgery, we watch him suffer with the pain -- almost to the point of becoming dependant on Vicadin.  Each surgeon freely prescribed the drug, and our son's system became more and more immune to the effects -- thus, he needed a stronger prescription.  We began to realize that he took the situation into his own hands -- and started smoking marijuana periodically.  At first, we were disturbed at the situation, but after much discussion, we realized that he honestly believed that smoking marijuana was less addictive than stronger prescriptions for Vicadin.  I spent quite a bit of time on line investigating marijuana use, and I came to the conclusion that he was much better off using it than other addictive drugs.  To complete the picture -- our son completed a year at Richland College and did so well that he was accepted to the U. of Tx. at Austin.  He is now a junior, majoring in Radio, Television, and Film, and is doing well.  Upon his insistence, he has been going to a pain management clinic in the area -- because after almost 3 years, he is dealing with daily pain.  We decided it was best to trust professionals, and have tremendous respect for our son's decisions.  Now, we are at the point that our son has decided to become involved in the Lobby Day for the Texans for Medical Use of Marijuana.  I never thought I'd support this, but here I am.  The thought that our son could become addicted to prescriptive drugs or suffer for the rest of his life is more than we can handle.  I encourage you to think about those that deal with pain and medical needs -- and to think about the chance that it could be your child.  
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