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MC 4308/5309

Dr. Kate Peirce

Spring 2011
Contact info

Dr. Kate Peirce, 245-3482 or kateP@txstate.edu

Office hours: 12:30 – 3:30 Thursday, 4:30-6:30 Tuesday or by appointment (Old Main 222) 

Course description: This course is an analysis of the images of women and minorities in the media and their status as media professionals.

Course overview, objectives: This course takes a theoretical approach to the study of representations of gender, race, and class in the mass media and the lives of the media professionals who belong to marginalized groups. A historical overview will be followed by an in-depth look at current conditions.
Text: None. Assigned readings are handouts or on electronic reserve. Password: esiviyid

Requirements 

Journal entry for each class period. This should be more than your notes from class but may include summaries of discussions or videos. You must incorporate your thoughts and personal experiences on the subject of the day and provide a critical analysis of how you applied, or could apply, the discussion/video to something else. No specific length requirement. See writing assignment requirements. 
Creative (as opposed to scholarly) class presentation.  You are responsible, with a partner, for a class presentation (20 - 30 minutes, depending on number of students in class) on a topic of interest related to the course. You will sign up for a topic ahead of time and then do whatever you wish on that topic. 
Other class presentations.  Periodically you will be asked to bring materials related to the subject at hand to be shared with the class.  Other assignments that pop up also fall into this category. 
Two tests, the first over class materials and the second over presentations.
Graduate students only: Research paper. The paper is not to be written with your partner, although the topics will be the same and will expand on your class presentation.  Be sure to use APA style for citations within your paper and references at the end of your paper. The paper should be original for this class.  Online APA guides are available at http://apastyle.apa.org.
Grading:




Undergraduates

graduate students

Journal


20%



20%

Presentation


25%



20%

In-class assignments

15%



15%

Test 1



20%



10%

Test 2



20%



10%

Pape



N/A



25%
Writing assignments

All writing assignments must be typed in 11 or 12-point Times Roman font and double spaced with one-inch margins top, bottom and sides.  There should be no grammar or spelling mistakes.  It is acceptable, and encouraged, that papers longer than one page be printed front and back. 

Attendance 

Departmental policy permits faculty members to lower a student's final grade for absences or tardiness, and the structure of this class is such that absences and tardiness also mean missed work and missed grades.   In other words, since a graded assignment is due for many class meetings, if you're absent or tardy, the impact on your final grade will definitely be noticeable. 
For each absence over three your final grade will be lowered a letter grade except under very special circumstances. These circumstances include hospitalization and the death of an immediate family member and anything of an equally grave nature.   

Disabilities 

If you are a student with a disability certified by ODS and you require accommodation in class, it is your responsibility to say so at the beginning of the semester so that accommodation can be provided promptly. 
Plagiarism

If you are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, check the university policy on plagiarism. Plagiarizing can result in your being expelled from the university.
Class Schedule
Weeks 1-3 (Jan. 20 – Feb. 3).  Stereotyping; the 1950s; Socialization forces and theories 

Videos: The Fifties from the History channel, Mona Lisa Smile
Readings: Men, Media and Masculinity, Chapter 1; Racism, Sexism, Chapter 1; The New Gender Wars; Parental Influences on Children's Socialization to Gender Roles; Shortchanging Girls and Boys; Politics of Housework.
Week 4 (Feb. 10): Read both chapter ones listed above and come in with at least five discussion questions based on the readings. Be prepared to ask the class to discuss at least one of your questions.

Writing assignment: Find an article from the popular media OR a scholarly journal that talks about a topic we have discussed during this period. How does it agree with or differ from what others have said on the topic? What do you think about the topic? If we have time, we’ll talk about some of these. If not, be prepared to just turn it in.
Week 5 (Feb. 17).  Newspapers

Bring a section of a daily newspaper to class for an in-class exercise.
Readings: Only in Glimpses: Portrayal of America's Largest Minority Groups by the NY Times; Covering the Invisible "Model Minority"; Regression or Progression? The Chicago Tribune and "Womanews"; Minority Newsroom Employment Shows Small Gain; Two Steps Forward, One Step Back; Racism/Sexism chapter 5. 


Week 6 (Feb. 24).  Magazines

Bring a women’s or men's magazine to class for an in-class exercise.
Readings:  Women’s magazines, women’s magazine fiction, Inventing the Cosmo Girl.
In-class presentation: bring in a magazine targeted to a minority group. Discuss how in general it positively or negatively represents that minority group and find something specific in the magazine that you think is particularly positive or negative about that group.
Week 7 (March 3) Advertising

Reading:  Sex, Lies and Advertising, Steinem, and Beauty and the Beast of Advertising, Kilbourne. 

Video: Slim Hopes Advertising, Kilbourne; Racism/Sexism chapter 6.
Week 8 (March 10) Television

Readings:  In Her Prime, Television’s Realistic Portrayal of African-American Women and the Case of L.A. Law, Subversive Sitcoms, and Workplace Drama; Ralph, Fred, Archie and Homer; Racism/Sexism chapter 4.

Week 9 (March 17) SPRING BREAK

Week 10 (March 24) Music and movies.

Readings: Racism/Sexism chapter 3
In-class presentation: find a song in popular culture focused on gender, race or ethnicity.  Be prepared to play the song (on YouTube) and discuss its significance to the study of gender/race/ ethnicity in the media.  

OR:

In-class presentation: find a short clip from a film focused on gender, race or ethnicity.  Be prepared to play the film clip (on YouTube) and discuss its significance to the study of gender/race/ethnicity in the media.  

Week 11 (March 31). Test one

Weeks 12 - 14 (April 7-21) Presentations (this time period may be adjusted based on number of students in the class). Journals due April 14.

Week 15 (April 28). Test two.

May 4. Graduate students’ papers due

Final exam scheduled for Tuesday May 10 at 2 pm. There is no final, but I will be available to return your paper etc.

