2. Consider John Demos’ 1994 publication The Unredeemed Captive: a Family Story from Early America. Write an essay about the “unredeemed captive,” Eunice Williams.  
Beginnings pp. 4-11

Chpt. 1 pp. 12-39
Chpt. 2 pp. 40-54

Chpt. 3 pp. 55-76
Chpt. 4 pp. 77-99

Chpt. 5 pp. 100-119

Chpt. 6 pp. 120-139

Chpt. 7 pp. 140-166

Chpt. 8 pp. 167-187

Chpt. 9 pp. 188-213

Chpt. 10 pp. 214-236

Endings/Epilogue  pp. 237-252
A. In your essay, explain why Eunice Williams and others were captured.  (Chpts. 1 & 4)  

1. Actually her father, John Williams, was the target, but the practice of taking other "civilians" hostage was common among native invaders. Previous conflicts/wars had depleted their numbers and assimilating captives, especially young ones, helped reverse that. Ideally, as was the case with Eunice, the captives will be raised as fully integrated tribesmen and perpetuate customs and traditions; or in other the words, the tribe.  
2. Disease had also devastated native populations and bringing in Europeans was a sort of vaccination for the tribes' people. 
3. Trading for ransom.

4. Hiring captives out of work

5. Stockholm syndrome, many captive women married Indian men.
6. Some Catholic tribes, like Kahnawake, saw conversion as a happy byproduct of seizing captives. 
B. Explain the historical context of the raid on Deerfield. (Beginnings)  
England/France rivalry in N. America. French Canada depended on a delicate balance of forces. New France Gov. Pierre de Rigaud, devised plan to strengthen alliances with local tribes by means of an "expedition" into New England. The main objective was to capture an important public figure to be used as leverage in later negotiations with the English. However, a military raid yielding a noncombatant minister would be bad PR, so de Rigaud thought his Indian allies would be ideal to carry out his plans. 
C. Explain what captivity, survival, and eventual “redemption” meant to New England Puritans?  

Captivity - 1. (Chpt. 3) Purging and purifying experience; e.g., choosing to a whipping rather than wear a Catholic cross. Exposure to the "Thickness of popish Darkness & Superstition." (Chpt. 10) A "veil" was cast over the hostages' eyes. 
2. Captives become examples for others to follow; by being good missionaries to their captors, fellow captives, and family and friends back home via correspondence ("publishing"). 

3. (Chpt. 9) For some, mainly small children, captivity meant a loss of language; but for many, a loss of traditional physical appearance (dress and build, from different diet) and cultural identity. 


Survival - 1. (Chpt. 3,) Check on pride.  Returning prisoners were given a hero's welcome and endured a spiritual test on how they would temper their pride. 
2. Surviving a harrowing experience such as captivity in a "savage" culture being attacked physically, emotionally, and spiritually proved to one's self and community one's worthiness through strength of being.  



"Redemption"- True "redemption" was a full re-integration of the individual into "civilized" or Protestant English life. Redemption also applied to the mourning community. Deefield and Mass. Bay Colony prayed often and gave money to offer for ransom, which was denied. A successful return of hostages was a validation of communal spirituality.  
E. Include a discussion of why Eunice Williams chose not to return and what it was about her “unredeemed” status that most troubled her Puritan relatives?  

1. A. Why Eunice didn't want to go back: (Chpt. 5) Her thoughts: Her father failed in saving her from the strange people; they showed her kindness, so she adopted them as her family. On the way to Canada, her father wouldn't/couldn't carry her but the Indians did. He also failed to remove her from the village when he visited, nor in the many years she lived there. Eunice also resented her father for taking another wife. In her opinion, he had done so too soon after her mother had died.  

B. (Chpt. 9) After a couple of decades she is a fully integrated member of the Kahnawake and devout Catholic. 
2. What troubled her family about her "unredeemed" status: That she was never "enlightened" and taught of God. (Chpt. 10) Eunice's destiny was not certain because she had lived under the "veil" of the "popery." However, she was taken as a small child, ignorant of the ways of "true" religion so, hope existed that she would ultimately be saved by God. However, overarching all hopes and fears was the principle of predestination which left her Deerfield relatives where they had started: praying for her redemption.
3. (Epilogue) Demos actually concludes with the belief that Eunice had actually been redeemed. Her extended Kahnawake family visited Deerfield paying homage to their ancestor. Deerfield residents greeted them at first with reservation, but over the course of the week, and after Deerfield realized their only purpose was to pay respects to Eunice, they were on good terms.  
F. Conclude your essay with a brief discussion of what all this tells us about the history of colonial America.  

In the book, a French official states that the trick to success in N. America is "Indian politics." I agree that this played a large part in the life of Colonial Americans, French or British. The French took a compromise approach in dealing with the Indians which seemed to be very effective given their small presence in the continent. The British on the other hand, depended almost solely on the brute strength of their numbers. Compared to the French, there were 14 Brits to one Frenchman. With the constant influx of British religious and commercial pilgrims their advantage only increased. This is not to say that the British did not have their own Indian alliances; the very same Kahnawakes that took the Williams' captive fought on the British side of the Revolutionary War. 

Colonial life was not governed by the Kings of France or England. Certainly the land on which their subjects lived was the objective of their conflicts. What we learn from the colonials is that the same issues that they faced are the ones the are posed to us today; how are we going to survive? Where am I going to live? Where do I find food? In an effort to continue life, principles of microeconomics played out and eventually became the macro-type. 
