Openness and Freedom: Understanding the principles and values of the Free Software and Open Source Movements

This paper is an exploration of the roots and core principles of the Free Software and Open Source (FOSS) movements. My research could be understood as an intellectual journey into the practices, values, and principles of the FOSS movements, which are shaping major innovations and developments in cyberspace or the computer networks.

OUTLINE

1. Introduction. The popularity of the term “open.” Reviewing successful stories from cyberspace. 

2. The seeds: Hacker ethics. 

3. Source Codes.

3.1. Free as in freedom of speech. FS: GNU.

3.2. Open as a bazaar. OS: Linux, Mozilla.

4. Multiplying FOSS communities. Brief review of exemplary projects which embrace FOSS philosophy and practices. 

5. Conclusion. Freedom and openness as core values for cyberspace.
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